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e Number of Parts: 3
 Test Time: 11-14 minutes
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The Speaking test takes between 11 and 14 minutes and consists of an interview

between the test taker and the examiner.
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Speaking Test Part 1:

Test takers answer general questions about themselves and a range of familiar
topics, such as their home, family, work, studies and interests. (4-5 minutes)
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Speaking Test Part 2:

Test takers are given a card which asks them to talk about a particular topic.
They have one minute to prepare before speaking up to two minutes. The
examiner may then ask one or two questions on the same topic to finish this
part of the test. (3-4 minutes)
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Speaking Test Part 3:



Test takers are asked further questions connected to the topic in Part 2. These
questions give the test taker an opportunity to discuss more abstract issues

and ideas. (4-5 minutes)
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Fluency and Coherence: _ilg; 5 olxw!

Lexical Resource (LR): 55ls asbo

Grammatical range and accuracy (GRA): ol 5 oty g Gy

Pronunciation: Lkals
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Speaking Test Part 1
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The examiner greets Luis and asks him what sheshould 1
She also asks where heis from and asks to see 2

The first set of questions are about Luis’s 3 . After that there are some
questions about 4 . Luis says his taste inmusicis5

The final set of questionsin Part 1is about 6 . Luis says he likes

.
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1 future perfect

2 passivevoice

3 first conditional

4 relative clauses

5 second conditienal
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Do you live in a house or an apartment?

If you could choose any country to visit, where would you go?
What are the main issues affecting life in your town?

What do you like about the area where you live?

How might overpopulation affect city life in the future?

How often do you use public transport in your town/city?
Why is it important to look after places of natural beauty?

Do you often visit parks in your town/city?
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Examiner How often do you eat healthy meals?

Candidate 1 I'mvery much asociable type of person, so whether I’'m eating at a restaurant or at
home, as long as there’s company around me - could be with friends, could be with
family, could be both - personally, | tend not to notice too much where | am and I'll eat
pretty much anything.

Candidate 2 Well, there’s a lot of pressure these days on people to eat the right sort of things.
However, it seems like every day there are new pieces of conflicting advice from the
government, or from doctors, about what we
should and shouldn’t be eating, so who actually knows? For
example, one week there’s a study telling us chocolate is bad for us and
then the next week, there’s another which says it’s good for us. | try to eat
healthy food when | can, but think it depends on what you mean
by ‘healthy’.

Candidate 3 Itdepends what you mean by ‘healthy’, but I try to keep my intake of junk
food down to aminimum. And most days | make sure that | have at least
some fruit and vegetables, even if it isn’t as much as | should. Also
because 'm young and in relatively good shape, | don’t worry about my
diet too much atthe moment to be honest.
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Adding detail to the previous point:
Introducing a contrasting idea:

Giving a reason or explanation:

Giving an example or clarification:
Introducing an opinion:
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Examiner How do you like to relax?

Candidate Ifl had tochoose, I'd say that | most like to sink into the sofa, put my feet up
and losemyselfin a good movie.

Discourse markers

Ontopofthat Thatsaid Inparticular Thethingis

Functions
A Giving areason for the previous point
B Giving an example related to the previous point

C Addingdetail to the previous point

D Introducing an idea that contrasts with the previous point




Candidate | Discourse marker used to

extend answer

Function of the discourse marker

1
2
3
4
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Examiner How often do you use your mobile phone?

Candidate Notas much as| (1) didin the past. After | first bought it, |
(2) used it almost constantly, but | (3) think that maybe | use it
toooftenand Ishould try to limithow longispendonit. |
don’tknow if that (4) is possible, though, as they (5) are such a
big part of everyone’s lives these days, but | (6) have to try. Not
completely, though - (7) / need it for my social life.
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Examiner: How often do you use your mobile phone?

Candidate: Notasmuch as |l used to. After | first bought it, I'd be using
italmost constantly, but I've been thinking that maybe | use it too
often and should try to limithow long | spend on it. | don’t know if
that will be possible, though - they've become such a big part of
everyone’s lives these days, but I'm going to have to try. Not
completely, though - if | didn’t have one, | wouldn’t have a social life.
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Describe someone whose creative or artistic work you like.

You should say:

« what you know about the life of this person
« what kind of creative work this person does/did
« why you like his/her work

and describe the way his/her work makes you feel.

The artist [ like ic Salvador Dali. He was famous as a surrealist painter.
Born — around 1904 Catalunya, Spain. Famous painting — Persistence of Memory
Died — late 1980s%? Why [ like hic work — symbolism, he is

interested in Mathgs and Science
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Sal. Dali

Born 19047 Catalunya, Spain

Died - 1980s?

Type: Surrealist, used symbolism e.g. Persistence of Memory -
about time

Why like?

- interested in Maths, Sci like me

- unconventional, eccentric - interesting character
- later in life - sculpture / film sets - innovative

- colours

Feel? - proud
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The creative person | have chosen is Salvador Dali. | visited the Dali
Foundation in Figueres lastyear, and itmade a great impression on me.
He was bornin Catalunya in Spain, I'm not sure of theexact year but |
think maybe around 1904 and he died in about the late 1980s, when he
was in his 80s. He was a surrealist painter, so he used symbolism a lot.
What that means is in his paintings things don’t look like what they are.
One of his most famous paintings is called The Persistence of Memory
and it shows watches or clocks that are very soft, which is supposed to
show that time is not as mest people understand it. He was fascinated
by Maths and Science, and so am |, so thatis one reason why I like him.
Anotherreason is thathe was quite unconventional - and even
eccentricin his behaviour, so that makes him an interesting character,
who was not like other people. The same is true of his art. And what’s
more, he didn’t just stick with painting. Later in his life he did sculpture
and worked on film sets. So, to putitinanutshell, | like the fact that he
was innovative and totallydifferentfromothers. Oh, and one more
thing, thecoloursin his work are amazing,sothey’re good to hang on
‘yourwalls - not the originals of course! Hisworkmakes me feel proud
because he’s from my country - from my region, actually, and he
brought fame to Catalunya. -
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a to emphasise that thisis surprising information

b tointroduce a clarification

¢ to show a shiftin time

d to show uncertainty

e to add something the speaker had forgotten to say
f toaddafurtherreason

g tointroduce the first reason

h to talk about intention

i tosummarisewhat has been said
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For my creative person I’'m going to talk about the British artist David Hockney. So, 1
saying that he was born somewhere in the North of England, possibly Yorkshire, but I’'m not 100% sure about
that.I’d say he was born in about the 1930s as he’s still alive today but he’s getting on a bit.

0K, 2 to talk about his art. He’s a modern artist and he was part of the Pop Art
movement. 3 a painter, he’s a photographerand printmaker, so he’s pretty versatile.
He paints country scenes and for some reason he used to love painting swimming pools.

Sowhydol like him? 4 B , it’sbecause of the colours he uses. His paintings are so bright
and cheerful. They show real things you can recognise; 5 they have a modern feel. Lots
of modern artis so abstract, you have no idea what it’s supposed to be, but Hockney is different.

6 ,when | see Hockney’s paintings, | feel happy and relaxed. | feel as if it’s warm and

sunny. | suppose it’s that feel-good factor that makes me like him so much. So, 7.
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Describe an important historical event in your country.
You should say:

« when it happened
« who was involved
« what caused the event

and explain what people think about the event nowadays.

1 Which of the points on the card does Daniel mention?
2 Inwhich order does he mention them?
3 Do you think Daniel would get a good score for his answer? Why?
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Actually, | can talk about a historical event that | witnessed in person in my country. It
happened in November 1989, when | was just a young boy, about 10 years old. All my life
(1) there had been a wall (2) dividing our city - and our country - into East and West.

| often saw the wall when | went around town with my family or friends. It was a fact of
life. | never (3) expected it to come down in my lifetime, but | often wondered what

(4) it would have been like to live on the other side. As | lived on the Western side, | had
been on the other side several times, but | knew that my aunt and my cousins,

(5) who lived in the East, (6) were not allowed to come over to our side. But that winter’s
nightit all changed. We could hear people running through the streets shouting ‘Tor auf’
- ‘Open the gate!’ Eventhough it was pastmidnight, my parents took mysistersand | to
the wall. It was like a huge street party. People (7) were dancing and shouting, everyone
was excited. Atmidnight they opened the checkpoints and people from the East flooded
through. We bought a huge bunch of flowers from a stand. My sisters and | handed them
out to people coming across from the East to welcome them. At the time | didn’t know
what caused the event, but later | found out it was the end of the Cold War. People still
think of this event as a symbol of peace. | was very (8) fortunate to be present to see
history being made. Those of us (9) who live in Berlin often think what life (10) would be
like today if the wall hadn’t come down on that fateful night in 1989.

a verb + object + infinitive f pastcontinuoustense

b adjective + infinitive g passivevoice

¢ mixed conditional (past action, h participle clause
presentresult) i modal perfect

d defining relative clause ) past perfecttense

e non-defining relative clause
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Describe an important scientific discovery or invention that you think is
very important.

You should say:

« howyou learnt about it
« whatitdoes
- what it is most used for today

and explain why you think it is such an important discovery or invention.
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(1) I'd like telling you what | know about one of the most significant inventions in
human history: the wheel. Why is it so significant? Well, (2) let me to begin by

saying first of all, it basically (3) enabled us to develop whole civilisations, as we
could for the first time start transporting goods from place to place, and this
mobility really (4) made trade grow at anincredible speed. | (5) remember to be
taughtaboutthis atschool. Ourteacher (6) told us not to see thewheelitself as the
crucial invention, because it was actually the momentsomeone (7) managed
attaching a non-moving platform to two wheels that was critical. But | (8) can’t help
think that you don’t have to agree with everything you are told at school, and | would
politely (9) refuse to agree with him, if | was told this today. You see, without a wheel,
a platform is just a bit of wood, essentially.

Anyway, wheels in everyday use. Well, can you (10) imagine to live without them? It’s
practically impossible. You wouldn’t be able to drive anywhere, for one thing. What’s
more, wheels (11) allow us have a public transport system, and if wheels didn’t exist,
aeroplanes wouldn’t be able to take off and land, and no one would be able to go

on holiday.

How exactly a wheel works, | won’t even (12) attempt to explain, other than the fact they
go round. It’s something to do with force. I've never been any good at Physics, but maybe
| should (13) remember looking it up on the internet when | get home. But, overall, there’s

no question about how important the wheel is, and it will (14) continue be an integral part
of our lives forever.
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Classify the verbs / verb phrases according to the structures they use. Some can appear
inmore than one column.

would like
can’t help

let enable
tell  imagine

help remember refuse manage
allow attempt continue

Verb + to infinitive

Verb + gerund

Verb + object + to infinitive

Verb + object + bare infinitive

would like
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Describe a rural town that you plan to visit in the future.
You should say:

« where the townis
- when you would like to go
« who you would go with

and explain what you would like to do there.
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Examiner Whatreasons do people have for becoming vegetarian?

1 Does the candidate only answer on a personal level or does he ‘widen’ his answer?
2 How many different points does the candidate make?
3 Match the discourse markers he uses (i-iv) with their functions (a-d).

i Onthegroundsthat adding detail to anidea

il To build upon my point a little more giving a reason or justification

iii Looking at it from anotherpoint of view concluding an argument with a final point

O 0 O

iv Ultimately contrasting by giving a different

perspective/opinion
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Examiner How importantis it for students to study science at school?

1 Hm. Arescience subjects an integral part of study at school? I’m not sure that they
are. Forone thing...

2 Um, I’m not sure. Are you asking if science should be compulsory for all students,
whatever year they are in at school? Or if science is just something we all need some
degree of basic knowledge in?

3 Well, Idon’tthink there’s one, clear-cut answer to that. It really depends on the
individual. By that | mean ...

| couldn’t say for certain one way or another.

Do students need to study science at school? Perhaps, yes ...

Asin, science should be studied at the expense of all other subjects?
That’s a good question. Well, | suppose ...

By that do you mean, is science one of the main subjects that should be taught
at school?

o ~N O U0 &

A Asking the examiner to clarify the question '
B Paraphrasing the question
| C Explaining that the question is not a simple one to answer
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A If private cars were completely banned from the most overcrowded cities, what
might happen?
B How wasfamily life different before transport links connected most towns and cities?

C Whichis preferable, living on the top floor of a studio apartment block in a city,
orin abeautifulhousein the middle of the countryside?

D Whydo people decide to move from the city to the countryside?
E How might overpopulation affect city life in the future?
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Candidate: (Answer 1) For a number of reasons. Often, | think, because
they are exhausted; capital citiesin particular can be very
demandingplaces to live - the noise, the traffic, the cost of living -
and people often grow tired of all that. It’s just too over the top for
some. They start to feel drawn to the peace and quiet that rural life
might be able to give them. Generally speaking, though, | do think
that it’s the case that younger people - people like me - are more
drawn to that vibrant, city lifestyle. As soon as you get older and
have a family, you start thinkingit’s time to move.

(Answer 2) Well, one possibility that | can foreseeis that buildings
will keep getting taller and taller. This has been going on for some
time, all over the world, and so many people now are moving to the
city. Unless thischanges, we're going to need more and more homes
for everyone. We might even see a 500-storey skyscraper one day.
That might sound ridiculous now, but cities are likely to keep
expanding at the rate they are currently, so there will be no other
option that | can think of.

(Answer 3) Oh, | think that would be a bit of a disaster, to be honest.
Insisting that everyone uses public transport could createmore
problems than currently exist. Fine, if you were just visiting the city,
it probably wouldn’t bother you too much, but if you were a resident
there ... then again, the streets would be safer for pedestrians. And
it might do something about the levels of pollution. I do thinkit is
bound to happen, to be honest. So, as long as people are happy to
use buses and bikes instead of their cars, life will continue as
normal.

(Answer4) | canunderstand why people want a huge, old-fashioned
house. In a similar way to living in the middle of the bright lights of
the big city, there’s something quite romantic about it. Having said
that, Idothinkit depends on your age. Most people of my age, for
example, prefertheideaof coming home to a smart, modern
apartment every day, high up in the sky, overlooking the city, well

- itjust sounds amazing. Providing | make enough money, I’ll
definitelybe on atop floor myselfone day.

(Answer5) Well,in the old days, your whole life was in one place.
You married someone from the same town, you had a jobin the
same village, and your family stayed around you. In some places,
life is still like that - people only need to go next door ordownstairs
to see their parents, forexample - but after people were given the
opportunity to move around from one town to another, on trains

or even aeroplanes, the traditional family unit started to change,

| think, and people are now much more spread out. Not just
nationally, but internationally. By the time I’'m a grandparent, | think
it will be even more different.
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A If private cars were completely banned from the most overcrowded cities, what
might happen?
B How wasfamily life different before transport links connected most towns and cities?

C Which s preferable, living on the top floor of a studio apartment block in a city,
or in abeautifulhouse in the middle of the countryside?

D Why do people decide to move from the city to the countryside?
E How might overpopulation affect city life in the future?

i
v

Make a prediction

Compare and contrast

Consider a hypothetical situation
Suggest cause and effect
Analyse past and present
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FC: Fluency & Coherence; LR: Lexical Resource

P: Pronunciation; GA: Grammatical range & Accuracy

1 Uses stress and intonation appropriately, e.g NOT just NAtionally, but INternationally.

2 Uses a good range of more advanced structures naturally, e.g. ... if you were just
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visiting the city, it probably wouldn’t bother you ... | That might sound ridiculous now,
but cities are likely to keep expanding at the rate they are currently ...

Speaks fluently with very rare hesitation or repetition.

Avoids making grammatical mistakes.

Uses varied vocabulary that is relevant to the topics discussed.

Develops the topics fully and appropriately; supplies answers of an appropriate
length.

Every answer can be understood very easily.

Uses less common vocabulary, including collocation and idiomatic phrases, e.g. the
bright lights of the big city | traditional family unit | it’s too over the top for some.

Uses appropriate phrases to introduce and connect ideas, e.g. Generally speaking,
though ... | Having said that ...



